
The edicts on the antiquities and artworks issued in the 
Papal States and Greece in the early 19th century were the 
first comprehensive legislation for the protection of her-
itage in Europe. In this volume, such laws are analysed 
from a cultural, juridical and art-historical perspective in 
order to understand how both legal and artistic scholar-
ship affected the guardianship of artefacts, fluctuations in 
the art market and the establishment of innovative sys-
tems for heritage administration in Rome and Athens. The 
analysis of the origins of these laws, discussed in compar-
ison to earlier edicts (5th–18th century), and of their cul-
tural consequences also sheds light on the development of 
new definitions of “art”, “artwork” or “monument” which 
are fundamental to contemporary approaches to heritage 
protection in Europe.
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